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Regional Networks and Local Development with Emphasis on Rural-Urban
Linkages. The Case of Lithkuh Area (Amol/Mazanderan)

Saidi, Abbas & Farhad Azizpour

Keywords: Regional Network, Rural-urban Linkages, Local Development, Lithkuh
Area, Rural Development

ABSTRACT

Regional networks are defined on the basis of existing different flows between rural
settlements and urban centers. These flows are the principle basis of rural-urban
linkages and exist in terms of the concrete flow of people, capital, goods, information,
and technology and so on between rural and urban areas. In such a situation, the
potential benefits of rural-urban linkages rest not only on strengthening these linkages
but also mitigating their probable negative impacts. The main purpose of this paper is
to gain insight into the household and farm economies of small-scale dairy farmers in
an rural area in Northern Iran (Litkuh Area, Mazanderan Province) and to obtain
estimates of their costs per unit of output, in milk production so as to gauge their
potential for establishing and improving a regional network in an participatory
framework - with especial emphasis on the role of rural women - which could link
rural economies to the urban Markets. In this way, dairying, as an example, can be a
valuable instrument in accelerating integrated rural development and social change. In
order to ascertain possible developments in the small-scale dairy activities in the area,
one should broadly identify areas of intervention, such as provision and training
activities that favor small-scale dairy producers. So, there is a serious need to obtain
strategies, promoting an integrated approach to all aspects of rural development with
strong emphasis on meeting the challenge of creating better links between rural small-
producers and urban markets. The establishment of such a infrastructure in this
relation, could stimulate significant growth in milk supply and farmer income in rural
areas.



